
Sudbury Meetinghouse  

The Heart of Town Life for Nearly 300 Years! 

Step into the center of Sudbury in the 1700s, and you would find more than just a 

building—you would find the Meetinghouse, the place where everything happened. 

Worship, town decisions, and even preparations for war all began right here. 

Sudbury: A Community Takes Shape 

Sudbury was settled in the 1600s on a large grant of land that stretched across what are 

now several neighboring towns. The Sudbury River flowed through the center, dividing 

the area into eastern and western parts and shaping how the community grew. 

The land was granted by a royal charter from the King of England, but the settlers 

governed themselves through local decision-making. At first, most people lived on the 

east side of the river, in what is now Wayland. Over time, families crossed the river, 

building new homes and roads. By 1723, they had constructed a second meetinghouse 

on the rocky plain.  Today the Sudbury Meetinghouse is home to First Parish of Sudbury.  

The Heart of Town Life 

Meetinghouses were the center of daily life in early Sudbury. They served three 

important roles: 

● Government: Town meetings were held here, where residents made decisions 

together. 

● Religion: Sunday services were required by law and lasted all day. 

● Civic: The registration of births, marriages and deaths occurred here. 

These buildings were supported by local taxes, often called “rates.” The town also used 

these funds to pay its ministers. In 1765, each minister earned 74 pounds—a significant 

sum at the time. 

 

A Building with Deep Roots 

Sudbury’s Meetinghouse story begins long before the current building you see today. 



● The first meetinghouses (1600s) stood on the east side of the Sudbury River 

(now Wayland), where early settlers gathered for both church and town business. 

● In 1723, a new “West Meetinghouse” was built in what is now Sudbury Center—

so residents wouldn’t have to cross the Sudbury River in harsh New England 

winters. 

● The present Meetinghouse, still standing today, was built in 1797 on that same 

site, replacing the earlier structure. 

From the beginning, this building was shared by everyone—it served as both a church 

and the town hall. 

 

A Witness to History 

The Meetinghouse was the scene of some of the most dramatic moments in American 

history: 

● April 19, 1775 – Sudbury’s Minutemen gathered here before marching off to fight 

in the Battle of Concord, the opening of the American Revolution. 

● Town Meetings – For decades, citizens came here to debate and vote on local 

issues, shaping the future of their community. 

● 1836–1846 – Even after church and state separated, town meetings continued 

here until a separate Town House was built. 

Imagine the room filled with voices—farmers, families, and leaders—all deciding 

together how their town would grow.  The church bells calling the minutemen and militia 

in the early morning hours of April 19, 1775; the church bells pealing for joyous events 

and tolling for somber ones. 

 

A Place That Brought People Together 

More than just a building, the Meetinghouse was the center of community life: 

● A place to worship 

● A place to debate and vote 

● A place to gather in times of crisis 

● A place where neighbors became a community 

 



Then and Now 

Today, the Meetinghouse still stands as a symbol of Sudbury’s past—a reminder that 

democracy, community, and shared responsibility all began in places just like this. 

If you had lived in the tumultuous decade before July 4, 1776, what actions would 

you have voted for? 
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